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   A recent report shows that the countries with most female college graduates in 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) were also some of 
the least gender-equal countries. While just 18% of STEM degrees go to women 
in USA, where girls are taught they can be anything they want to be, in Algeria, 
41% of college graduates in STEM are female, where employment 
discrimination and abuse against women is usual. In test scores across 67 
countries, girls performed as well or better than boys did on STEM and would 
have been capable of college-level science classes if they had enrolled in them. 
But when it comes to their relative strengths, boys’ best subject was science and 
girls excelled in reading. The gap in reading is related to girls’ advantages in 
basic language abilities and a greater interest in reading. 

So, what explains the tendency for nations that have traditionally less gender 
equality to have more women in science and technology than their gender-
progressive counterparts do? This is because the countries that empower women 
also empower them to pick whatever career they’d enjoy most. Besides, less 
gender-equal countries tend to have less social support for people who find 
themselves unemployed. Thus girls in those countries are more inclined to 
choose STEM professions, which offer a more certain financial future. Then, it 
could just be that, feeling financially secure and on equal footing with men, some 
women will always choose to follow their passions, rather than whatever labour 
economists recommend. And those passions don’t always lie within science. 
 

QUESTIONS 
[1] ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTION ACCORDING TO THE TEXT AND USING YOUR 

OWN WORDS (10 TO 20 WORDS) (2 POINTS).  
 

Why are women less likely to choose STEM professions in countries like the USA? 
 
[2] ARE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? INDICATE THE LINE(S) IN 

THE TEXT AND COPY THE FIRST 2 WORDS AND THE LAST 2 WORDS SUPPORTING 
YOUR CHOICE  (1.5 POINTS AS A WHOLE: 0.5 EACH).  
2.1. Only 41% of college graduates in STEM in Algeria are men. 
2.2. Girls are better at reading than boys because they are better at language and  
 they are interested in reading. 
 

 
 
2.3. When women are more concerned about finding a job, they tend to choose 
STEM professions. 
 

 [3] CHOOSE a, b OR c. ONLY ONE CHOICE IS CORRECT ACCORDING TO THE TEXT (0.5 
POINTS). 
The paradox concerning the choice of careers worldwide is:  
a) The more gender-equal the country is, the fewer women choose STEM 

professions. 
b) Boys score much better than girls in STEM subjects at school. 
c) 41% of women in the USA choose a scientific career although they are taught 

they can be anything they want to be. 
 
[4] VOCABULARY (2 POINTS AS A WHOLE:  0.4 EACH). 

   - Find one word in the text for each of the following meanings: 
a) records of points 
b) a branch of knowledge as a course of study 

        – Find synonyms in the text for each of the words below: 
c)      common 
d)  registered 
e)      disparity 

 [5] COMPLETE TASKS a AND b ACCORDING TO THE INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN 
       (1 POINT AS A WHOLE: 0.5 EACH).  

 
5.1. Put into the passive: “Women living in countries with higher gender 

inequality choose STEM professions.” 
5.2. Write a question for which the underlined words are the answer: “Less 

gender-equal countries offer less social support” 
 

[6] WRITE ABOUT THE FOLLOWING TOPIC USING BETWEEN 100-120 WORDS (3 POINTS). 
What degree would you like to take? Why? 
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