
 

         
 
 

 
 

 
 

Parents Join Facebook to Spy 
 
Parents admit using Facebook to spy on their children, according to a 
survey. Logging in at least once a day on average, parents use the site to 
find out where their children have been, check who they are friends with, 
and get updates on their private life via their “relationship status”. 
 
According to a survey of 1,000 parents of children aged 13 to 30, mothers 
were the most guilty of Facebook spying. They were 14 per cent more 
likely to be keeping tabs on their child’s profile than fathers. Clare, a 
mother of three, said she used Facebook to “spy” on her daughter, adding: 
“I sometimes get concerned when I see pictures of her out clubbing as I 
know she’ll be drinking and worry about her safety”. 
 
Overall, two in three parents admitted to using the site to spy on their 
children, doing so for an average of 18 hours per week. One in six of those 
who joined Facebook confessed that spying on their children had been 
their sole motivation of doing so. Eleven per cent of respondents justified 
their snooping by insisting it was the only way they had to find out if their 
child had a partner. However, only two per cent said that they use the site 
to keep an eye on their child’s spending. 
 
The survey director said: “Naturally parents will worry about their child 
and Facebook helps them keep track of what they are up to. Facebook 
allows users to share everything, meaning parents can see who their kids 
are hanging out with and what they’re spending their money on”. 
 
Adapted from “Where Were You Last Night? Parents Join Facebook to 
Spy”, The Daily Telegraph 22 February 2013: p. 3. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 
QUESTIONS 

 
1.- Are the following statements TRUE or FALSE? Copy the evidence from the text. No 
marks are given for only TRUE or FALSE.  
a) The survey shows that women tend to use Facebook more than men to know 

about their children. 
b) The only reason why some parents are on Facebook is because they want to check 

on their children’s activities. 
(Puntuación máxima: 2 puntos) 

 
2.- In your own words and based on the ideas in the text, answer the following questions. 
Do not copy from the text.  
a) What kind of information are parents looking for when they check their children’s 

Facebook site? Name at least two details about the children’s private life. 
b) What is the survey director’s attitude towards the results of the research?  
(Puntuación máxima: 2 puntos) 
 
3.- Find the words in the text that mean:        
a) discover (paragraph 1) 
b) new information (paragraph 1) 
c) stated (paragraph 3) 
d) supervise (paragraph 4) 
(Puntuación máxima: 1 punto) 
 
4.- Complete the following sentences. Use the appropriate form of the word in brackets 
when given.  
a) If your parents _______ (spy) on you, _______ would you have done?  
b) This is the first serious published survey that _______ (deal) with Facebook’s 

privacy. Every detail _______ (explain) with clarity and precision.  
c) “How _______ do you use Facebook?” “I use it once _______ month.” 
d) Complete the following sentence to report what was said. 

“What else did you see in my Facebook account?” 
Mary asked her mother _____________________________________________. 

(Puntuación máxima: 2 puntos) 
 
5.- Write about 150 to 200 words on the following topic.  
“Parents have the right to spy or check up on their children”. How far do you agree 
with this statement? Justify your answer. 
(Puntuación máxima: 3 puntos) 
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INSTRUCCIONES GENERALES Y VALORACIÓN  

Después de leer atentamente los textos y las cuestiones siguientes, el alumno deberá 
escoger una de las dos opciones propuestas y responder en INGLÉS a las cuestiones 
de la opción elegida.  
CALIFICACIÓN: Las cuestiones 1ª, 2ª y 4ª se valorarán sobre 2 puntos cada una, 
la pregunta 3ª sobre 1 punto y la pregunta 5ª sobre 3 puntos. TIEMPO: 90 minutos. 

 


